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23rd International Trails Symposium  
in Dayton, Ohio on May 7-10, 2017 

 
The National and International Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the 
tremendous contributions and successes of exemplary people across the globe who are working to 
advance trails. These awards are presented every two years during the International Trails Symposium.  
 
Hulet Hornbeck Lifetime Service Award: Reese Lukei, Jr. 
This award is for an individual that, like Hulet Hornbeck, exemplifies long-standing vision and 
wisdom in support of trails. 
 
Reese Lukei, Jr.’s long and productive career with trails began with his interest and dedication to the 
outdoors and migratory birds in the Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge on Chesapeake Bay in Virginia. 
Reese has an extensive list of volunteer positions and awards. His leadership talents surfaced in the trail 
community in 1981 when he became President of the Tidewater Appalachian Trail Club. Reese has been a 
Board Member for the Appalachian Trail Conference and the American Hiking Society, became the 
American Discovery Trail National Coordinator, is the Co-Founder and Board Member of the American 
Discovery Trail Society, and served on many trail, bikeway, and birding committees. Reese’s keen sense of 
purpose and visionary ideas has allowed organizations he was involved with to grow and prosper. His 
legacy in the trail community is documented in his personal trail of successes. During his 35 years of 
successful leadership he has mentored many of the current trail leaders today. Reese has hiked in all 50 
states, every Province and Territory of Canada (except Labrador), 72 countries including the North Pole 
and Antarctica, the entire Appalachian Trail, and banded more than 10,000 raptors. Reese is an example of 
a complete, well rounded person who has a vision, sees an opportunity, then goes out and makes it 
happen. All while creating lifelong friendships that transcends all else. 
 
Trail Accessibility Award: Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 
This award recognizes a project that demonstrates integration of accessibility characteristics 
into its design and construction.  
 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary is a 2,600-acre natural area in southeastern Pennsylvania that is famous as 
the world's first refuge for birds of prey. The Hawk Mountain South Lookout provides scenic views 
across the Lehigh Valley and the National Scenic Appalachian Trail. The steep grade to the lookout 
limited many individuals from viewing migrating birds of prey. Two years of planning and consultation 
led to the new accessible Silhouette Trail, named for a series of metal raptor silhouettes at the 
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sanctuary’s entrance. The trails’ smooth, natural pathway is ADA-compliant with a gentler slope 
averaging eight percent. Trail enhancements include benches with a middle handrail, accessible trailside 
restrooms, and upgrades and access to the educational area and viewing platform. The Silhouette Trail 
opened on July 26, 2015. The sanctuary credits the project success to its broad planning team, which 
helped evaluate plans, tested accessibility during construction, and before public use. This project is 
described as “one of the greatest inclusionary outcomes in the entire region.” 

 
Trail Planning & Design Award, Level One:  City of San Jose and Callander Associates 
This award recognizes a trail project that demonstrates innovative planning and design techniques 
while making a positive contribution to the community it serves. (Level One category – less than 
$500,000) 
 
San Jose, California has one of the nation’s largest urban trail networks. Over 57 miles of trails are 
developed and open to the public. The proposed eastern alignment of the Three Creeks Trail poses 
many constraints due to the lack of right-of-way, street crossings, intersections, a major highway, active 
rail, and heavy industry. The City of San Jose’s Department of Parks and Recreation & Neighborhood 
Services SKY Lane Vision Study offers one possible solution for urban trail development along a highly 
constrained corridor by evaluating the possibility of a 1.7-mile aerial trail through southeast Downtown 
San Jose. The elevated nature of the trail provides an opportunity to create a destination trail with travel 
opportunities to several special event venues and connectivity to Downtown San Jose. The trail 
structure itself will incorporate natural light and green roof elements along with creative use of solar 
and kinetic energy to serve as a cultural and artistic beacon. SKY Lane resolves significant barriers that 
limit options for traditional “on the ground” trail development. 
 
 
Trail Planning & Design Award, Level Two: Greater Yellowstone Trail Concept Plan 
This award recognizes a project that demonstrates innovative planning and design techniques while 
making a positive contribution to the community it serves. (Level Two category – more than $500,000) 
 
The Greater Yellowstone Trail Concept Plan seeks to provide residents and visitors alike with a 
sustainable, healthy, and authentic way to experience the region’s unique landscapes and history in 
Montana. By connecting existing and proposed trails, the project will provide a 180-mile world-class trail 
system linking Yellowstone National Park, Grand Teton National Park, two state parks, many local parks, 
and gateway communities over three states. The Plan addresses concerns in developing the trail system. 
Sixteen projects were identified with a clear and manageable guide to implementation. Projects ranged 
from major renovations on existing trail segments to new trail construction. Project information 
included cost estimates, identification of special environmental challenges, potential stakeholders, and 
compatible funding programs. The Greater Yellowstone Trail seeks to build upon past successes and 
focus future efforts on developing a world-class long-distance trail that will deliver an authentic and 
sustainable tourism experience while benefiting local communities.  

 
Trail Partnership Award: Waldo County Trails Coalition  
This award is given to a partnership which benefits agencies or services within the field of trail 
planning, design, or implementation. 
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The Waldo County Trails Coalition is a collaborative project of nine Waldo County organizations working 
to create a 47-mile year-round recreational footpath stretching from Unity to Belfast, Maine. The 
Coalition’s objectives are to support community wellness by creating more opportunities for outdoor 
recreation, environmental education, nature observation, and to deepen our sense of place. The 
Coalition envisions the trail as a way to raise environmental awareness, support the working landscape, 
connect and strengthen communities, and support economic opportunity for farms and area businesses 
through tourism. In 2012 work began on the 47-mile Hills to Sea Trail. Volunteers helped with the trail 
layout, cut, and establishing the trail. Over 60 land owners granted permission for the public to cross 
their land. The last section was completed in September 2016. The trail is open to hiking, snowshoeing, 
and cross-country skiing. Without the support of local towns, citizens, businesses, nonprofits and 
schools, the trail would not have come to pass.  
 
Trail Promotion and Education Award: Cleveland Metroparks Trail Ambassador Volunteer Program 
This award recognizes innovative and successful strategies for promoting and increasing trail use and 
understanding.  
 
Cleveland Metroparks in Ohio serves over 44 million visitors annually. The 23,000+ acre park district is 
open 365 days per year. The park has 300 miles of trails, including all-purpose trails, hiking trails, and 
bridle paths. Volunteers with the Trail Ambassador program help provide an exceptional guest 
experience by interacting with the public to provide assistance, guidance, and education. The program 
was launched in 2005 as part of the Cleveland Foundation’s Successful Aging Initiative. The program was 
developed to provide a unique, outdoor, active, and ongoing volunteer opportunity for individuals age 
50+. Eligibility later expanded to include participants over the age of 30. The program is an innovative 
and successful strategy to engage and educate both volunteers and the public. The program builds 
rapport between the public and Cleveland Metroparks through positive guest interaction and enriches 
the lives of program participants. The experiences gained from participants illustrate the many positive 
impacts of trails. 

 
Trails for Health Award: Quad City Health Initiative, Be Healthy QC Coalition, and Bi-State 
Regional Commission 
This award recognizes a community’s commitment to improving access to trails and 
promoting their use and importance for increasing physical activity. 
  
The Quad Cities’ trail network is located at the intersection of two national trail systems, the American 
Discovery Trail and the Mississippi River Trail between. In 1999, the Quad City Health Initiative was 
established to improve health in the region. In 2013, the Be Healthy QC Coalition (BHQC) was formed to 
create a culture of wellness that supports healthy eating and active living. BHQC’s objective was to 
increase access to the network of trails and connected greenspaces within the community by creating an 
interactive trails website. The challenge was to capture people power, form partnerships, collect vast 
amounts of information, make it available in a single web-based trail map, and get the word out about 
this new resource. Project staff participated in community events and health and wellness fairs, along 
with a community-wide education and communication campaign. The new trail locator website, 
QCTrails.org, aids visitors and residents in finding area trails connecting to the national trail network. It 
increases opportunities for recreational and fitness activities and adds to the livability of the community. 



2017 National and International Trails Award Winners 
Page 4 of 8 

 

 
International Planning & Design Award: Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service 
This award recognizes an extraordinary trail project that occurred outside the United States, which 
demonstrates innovative planning and design techniques while making a positive contribution to a 
specific country or region of the world.  
 
On December 23, 2015 a group of 24 walkers from around the world, aged from six to 70, stepped onto 
a catamaran called The Blade, and launched a brand-new tourism product for Tasmania – the Three 
Capes Track. The Three Capes Track is the largest track-related project in the history of the Tasmania 
Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS). This visitor experience features a four-day, three-night, 28.5 mile easy 
to moderate bushwalk through the Tasman National Park on the Tasman Peninsula with views of the 
three capes. The track is constructed of gravel, timber boardwalk, and stone, with timber bridges. The 
overnight cabins were designed and developed to have minimal environmental impact and are self-
sufficient in terms of water and energy storage. The PWS collaborated with the University of Tasmania, 
the Tasmanian Aboriginal community, and a public artist for trackside art and furniture. All walkers 
receive a guidebook which provides stories that interpret the natural and cultural values of the track and 
nearby ecosystems. In the first year of operation, nearly 10,000 have walked the Three Capes Track. 

 
State Awards: Outstanding Trail Leaders  
These awards recognize individuals who have made compelling and significant contributions to the 
trails movement in their home states. Any area of trail excellence or achievement – advocating, 
designing, building, using, maintaining, promoting, decorating, adapting technologies for trail use, 
etc. – could be grounds for receiving this honor. Only one award per State will be made. 
 
Steve Newton (Alabama) 
Steve is a passionate advocate for safety in Off-Highway Vehicle access in Alabama. Steve began the Baja 
SAE® at the University of Alabama which promotes the continued development, safety, and use of OHV 
riding and recreation. Over 100 universities participate in this event each year with attendees from the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico. Steve is the program liaison across the United States and a member 
of the recovery team. Steve is a volunteer with the Cheaha Trail Riders and has organized travels to OHV 
parks in Alabama, Tennessee, Kansas, and others OHV parks across the United States. This award 
winning club has designed and helped build and fund four OHV parks in Alabama and one in Mississippi. 
Steve is the National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council representative for Alabama, serves on 
the Alabama Trails Commission, and is a member of the Alabama Recreation Advisory Board for 
Recreation Trails Funding Program. 
 
Governor John Hickenlooper (Colorado) 
Governor John Hickenlooper has elevated trails to a new level in Colorado. In his 2015 State of the State 
address, Governor Hickenlooper outlined the Colorado the Beautiful initiative to link outdoor spaces and 
connect more people to those places. The vision is: That within one generation, every Coloradan will live 
within a 10-minute walk of a park, trail, or open space area. Hickenlooper announced Colorado would 
build the most comprehensive outdoor recreation map ever created in the state to include all trails, 
open spaces, parks, and protected lands, with publication planned in 2016. He also stated that agencies 
would identify the 16 most important trail gaps, missing trail segments, and unbuilt trails across the 
state and elevate them to priority projects. “Colorado Beautiful, we believe, is not only about connecting 
our parks, trails and scenic lands, but about connecting people to the outdoor delights that set Colorado 
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apart as a special place,” Hickenlooper said. “It’s important to bring our newest generations outside, 
away from electronic distractions and into the splendor of our waterways, forests, wildlife, grasslands, 
mountains, and canyons.” 
 
Marcie Moore (Georgia) 
Marcie is an employee of Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation in Georgia. Marcie manages the County’s 
Greenway program and oversees the planning, land acquisition, trail design, and construction of 
greenway corridors throughout the County. Marcie was instrumental in advancing the national award 
winning E-911 Help Locator System. This system has provided faster response time by emergency 
personal on the county’s trail system. As part of the Gwinnett County Parks and Recreation Trail Team, 
Marcie leads the trail mapping efforts to GPS locate over 125 miles of paved and unpaved trails within 
the County's park system. Marcie’s efforts have gone beyond the work of this committee. She has been 
a key person in reaching out to the larger states trail users in providing presentations at several local, 
state, and national conferences. Marcie has assisted in developing continuity throughout the divisions’ 
operations and her leadership has improved relations with many of the trail user groups that utilize the 
Gwinnett Parks Trail system. 
 
David Nash (Hawaii) 
The International Mountain Bike Association chapter, Oahu Mountain Bike Ohana (OMTB), is a nonprofit 
organization for bicyclists on the Hawaiian island of Oahu. Led by mountain cyclist, David Nash, the 
organization’s sole purpose is to facilitate and implement projects that expand bicycle riding 
opportunities. The development of a new subdivision in the Kailua region of Oahu posed limited access 
to an actively used hiking and biking trail. The OMTB facilitated this multi-organization project to keep 
trail access open without inconveniencing residents, by aligning the trail to avoid private property. The 
Ohana Trail was planned and completed in 2016. Turning the potential loss of a public resource into an 
expansion of outdoor recreation has been an extremely positive contribution and an excellent example 
of collaborative stewardship. Trail use has expanded beyond the mountain biking community to hikers 
and outdoor enthusiasts. OMTB has exhibited exemplary service in trail and community development by 
taking the initiative to develop and maintain the Ohana Trail.  
 
Tom Laws (Idaho) 
Tom demonstrates a resounding commitment to the bicycle and pedestrian network of southwest Idaho 
– locally known as the Treasure Valley – home to over 500 miles of trails and pathways, including nearly 
50 miles of paved pathway on the Boise River Greenbelt system and 190 miles of trails in the scenic 
Boise foothills. In his time as a bicycle and pedestrian planner, Tom has made compelling and significant 
contributions to the pathway and trail network by advocating for increased use of existing bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities, promoting COMPASS’ active transportation planning efforts, and leading the effort 
to install the state’s first comprehensive system of automated bicycle and pedestrian counters. Tom has 
demonstrated tremendous value to local and regional agencies and organizations, planners, elected 
officials, and the public. The progress he has instigated in identifying regional infrastructure needs and 
opportunities has and will continue to impact current and future bicycle and pedestrian pathway, trail, 
and sidewalk planning. 
 
Paul Arlinghaus (Indiana) 
Paul has been involved at nearly every level of trail development, including design, construction, and 
maintenance, on over 100 miles of mountain bike trails in Indiana. Paul has not only spent hundreds of 
hours a year working on trails, but he maximizes the effort by leading organized workdays and training 
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fellow volunteers on trail building techniques. Paul served as president of the Hoosier Mountain Bike 
Association (HMBA) from 2006 to 2015, and continues to provide leadership as their Secretary and Chair 
of the Trails Committee. Under his leadership, mountain biking in central Indiana has grown immensely 
with HMBA becoming a top 10 International Mountain Bicycling Association chapter. One of Paul’s 
biggest successes has been trail access. This year he helped open some of the first miles of mountain 
bike trails in Yellowwood State Forest. Paul’s decade of hard work on and off the trail has not only 
benefitted current and future mountain bikers, but also a variety of other trail users, Indiana’s parks and 
forests, and the economy of a number of small communities as they become tourism destinations for 
mountain bikers. 
 
Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser (Louisiana) 
Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser has been a recreational trails advocate and builder for over a 
decade. Lt. Gov. Nungesser worked to establish the first two motorized trails facilities in Louisiana that 
are owned and operated by a local government. As president of Plaquemines Parish Government, Billy 
planned, designed, funded (with RTP support) and built two motorized parks in the Greater New Orleans 
area and presently serves all Louisiana motorized trails users. In 2015 he also worked to establish and 
support a non-motorized trails facility for hiking and horseback riding in the New Orleans metropolitan 
area. 
 
Sally Hausken (Minnesota) 
Sally Hausken has done what many thought was impossible in a small, rural based community in west 
central Minnesota. She has inspired and led hundreds of people to become volunteers to environmental 
causes, she has been a mentor to the young and old of our community, and she is personally responsible 
for organizing a broad array of local groups which have made Detroit Lakes a place where the 
environment matters. Her work has led directly to the preservation of 117 acres of some of the most 
sensitive and valuable natural areas in Minnesota, the Sucker Creek Preserve. The Preserve has 
accessible paths, unimproved trails, marsh walks, trout stream, amphitheater, and interpretive signs 
coalesce to embrace and expand one's senses in new, restful nature learning. Children, youth, students, 
adults, and groups of all ages can find a perfect learning lab for the natural world. Sally serves as a 
model for citizen involvement. Sally has invested in the future by preserving and maintaining trails for all 
of us to explore and learn from. 
 
Vince La Plante (Nevada) 
Vince is an established trail builder having constructed some of the most complex multi-use trail systems 
in the intermountain west and in Nevada. He insists on high quality standards and is an expert in 
traditional and modern techniques and skills regarding trail construction and maintenance. Vince started 
work as a trail crew member with the National Park Service and the USDA Forest Service. After a few 
seasons Vince decided he wanted to teach and hand down his knowledge to upcoming trail crews. Vince 
continues to keep traditional skills associated with trail work alive. From dry stone masonry, to hand 
drilling and breaking rock, rock and log retaining walls, rock step layout and construction, work with 
crosscut saws and other traditional tools, working with pack stock, backcountry logistics, camp set up, 
trail construction and maintenance – Vince has been handing these down for years. Vince currently 
works as the Trails Coordinator for the Nevada Conservation Corps with the Great Basin Institute. In this 
capacity he has influenced many trail crews and trail systems throughout the State of Nevada. When not 
at work, you can find Vince enjoying the remote backcountry of the Sierra Nevada’s. 
 
Nick Ybarra (North Dakota) 
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Nick has been the leading force in saving the legendary Maah Daah Hey trail in western North Dakota. 
He has put in thousands of man hours and leads the volunteer effort with his nonprofit Save the Maah 
Daah Hey Foundation. Over 100 miles of trail has been revived from extinction and maintained for 
mountain biking, hiking, and horseback riding. Nick also promotes multiple mountain bike races during 
the summer and winter on the trail. It takes dedication to volunteer your time to do manual labor. It 
takes dedication to spend your weekend in the middle of nowhere and work all day. It takes dedication 
to carry equipment under the blazing sun with no shade in sight. Because of Nick’s dedication, 
volunteers make 10 mile treks in temperatures over 90 degrees so that this trail is available for the 
enjoyment of anyone who wants to use it. Without Nick organizing and leading work days and volunteer 
efforts, the Maah Daah Hey trail would not be as useable as it is now. Because of Nick and other 
volunteers, the Maah Daah Hey lives on another year to share its views with the world.  
 
Andrew Bashaw (Ohio) 
The Buckeye Trail Association builds, maintains, and promotes the use of a 1,400 mile statewide trail. As 
Executive Director, Andrew Bashaw successfully coordinates the efforts of some 50 active volunteers 
and a small part-time staff. Andrew wants people to enjoy their experiences along Ohio’s premiere long-
distance hiking trail. He dreams big and always pushes himself and the organization to accomplish more 
together. Andrew has been instrumental in negotiating reroutes of the Buckeye Trail through places 
such as Glen Helen Nature Preserve and the Nature Conservancy’s Edge of Appalachia preserve system. 
For the past several years Andrews has made efforts to bring all the trail constituency groups in Ohio 
together with one voice. He also promotes Ohio's trails through political advocacy and community 
awareness. The mantra of the Buckeye Trail Association is “together we can.”  Andrew’s efforts are the 
glue that brings all aspects of the association together. No matter what the activity, Andrew is always 
first to say thank you for your work.  
 
Ralph Protano (Ohio) 
In 2012, Ralph was hired by Ohio’s Cleveland Metroparks to start up a new Trails Division. In the last 
couple years his efforts have come to fruition, yielding artistic and sustainable trail design and a tiered 
volunteer program where volunteers can advance according to their level of interest. Ralph believes in 
creating the lowest possible natural resource impact and the best possible user enjoyment by building 
trails in harmony with the existing terrain. Trails are made from natural materials, blend with the 
environment, and last for generations. Ralph likes to point out, there are no straight lines in nature. His 
trails meander with the terrain, creating a pleasing user experience and blending the built environment 
into the natural one. In 2015, Ralph further expanded his knowledge of conservation by earning a 
master’s degree in Natural Resources while working full-time. Cleveland Metroparks constantly strives 
to balance recreation with conservation. Ralph is uniquely qualified as a trails designer to strike this 
balance through his sustainable designs, environmental ethic, and work with user groups to understand 
their preferences. 
 
Diana Druga (West Virginia) 
Diana has lived and worked in the Clarksburg, West Virginia area for nearly 25 years. She is an avid 
bicyclist and hiker, and a long-time member of the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. In 2016, Diana became 
the first President of the newly formed Harrison Rail Trails (HRT), Inc. She built the Board of Directors, 
led the organizational development of the group, and has shown her skills as an avid information-
sharing leader. Diana started a weekly Gratitude Walking Group. Sidewalk-chalked positive messages are 
written on the asphalt section of the trail each week. Diana has dedicated herself to spending time on 
the trail during various times of the day and night in all types of weather. Diana also organized a self-
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defense workshop on the rail-trail. Working in close cooperation with the county, Diana and HRT have 
partnered to rehab and extend the rail-trail system. The future is bright for making connections and 
getting more people using the trails, resulting in additional active lifestyle opportunities for Clarksburg 
residents. 
 
Tim Malzhan (Wisconsin) 
Tim is the Field Operations Director with the Ice Age Trail Alliance, the non-profit arm of the Ice Age 
National Scenic Trail. Tim started with the Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation (now the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance) in 2000 after through hiking the trail in 1991. Tim participated in Volunteers for Outdoor 
Colorado and saw the need for a similar system along the Ice Age Trail. The Mobile Skills Crew, a group 
of volunteers who are trained in advanced trail construction and crew leadership techniques, held their 
first even in 2002. Tim also started the “trails notebook” series. These notebooks give standards and 
direction to the trail building efforts of volunteers statewide. Tim says that “trail building is people 
building.” He believes that the work the volunteers do not only touches the volunteers in profound 
ways, but also carries on to people who use the trail. His gratification for the volunteers he works with 
shows in everything he does. His dedication to the trails community shows through the stories and 
laughter around project campfires by those who have been touched by his work. 

 
 
AMERICAN TRAILS 
American Trails is pursuing a national infrastructure of trails and greenways that serves a full range of 
activities. Through education, partnerships, and timely information resources, American Trails promotes 
the creation, conservation and broad enjoyment of quality trails and greenways that offer places of 
solace, health, fitness, recreation and transportation for all Americans. The organization supports local, 
regional, and long-distance trails and greenways, whether in backcountry, rural, or urban areas. 
 
American Trails is the only national nonprofit organization working on behalf of all trail types. Visit the 
world’s largest online resources for trails, greenways, and blueways: www.AmericanTrails.org.  
 
For more information please visit: 
2017 Awards webpage 
2017 International Trails Symposium webpage 

http://www.americantrails.org/
http://americantrails.org/ee/index.php/symposium/2017-award-winners
http://www.americantrails.org/ee/index.php/symposium/2017

